
What America Means  

My family immigrated from places marked by misery.  

So America means the place  

My ancestors came to avoid the potato famine  

Or discrimination against Jews  

Or the reason my dad Ethiopia left for college before the wars even began.  

People looked up to America like hurt kids admire adults.  

But they found out that America wasn’t always  

Where gold grew on trees.  

Sometimes, America was where people were hurt 

Just because of who they were.  

And those people fought for rights to make the country  

More like the one they dreamed of. 

They’re still fighting.  

And that’s what America means.  


